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Abstract 

The objective of this research was to investigate the students’ difficulties in writing descriptive text, the most 

dominant difficulty faced by the students, and the students’ strategies to overcome these difficulties. This study 

was conducted at the Seventh Grade of SMP Sint Carolus Bengkulu. This is a descriptive quantitative study. 

The instruments used in this research were questionnaire and interview. Based on the results, it was found that 

students experienced difficulties in the three aspects of the study, namely linguistic, psychological, and 

cognitive difficulties. In each of these aspects, organization is the highest one followed by behaviour, feedback, 

grammatical items, and vocabulary. In organizations, difficulties in developing ideas are the most difficult. 

Anxiety is the highest difficulty in behaviour, while the lack of practice is the most difficulty in the feedback. 

The difficulty in using connectors is the highest point in the grammatical items, and the lack of vocabulary is 

the most difficulty in the vocabulary. Based on the questionnaire and interview results, organization was the 

most difficult aspect in writing descriptive text. To overcome the difficulties, the students choose to master 

vocabulary and learning from other sources such as books or the internet while the others like to read from 

dictionary. Finally, it is also suggested for other researchers to carry out similar research in a broader scope, as 

well as a description, especially about the mechanic that get negative results. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Writing is one of language skills which is important for the students to acquire well in 

order to master English. Not only has writing significant role especially for communicating in 

society, the ability to write has become an important skill in students’ life. It is the fact that 

almost every activity of the daily life of students is done in written forms, such as doing 

exercises, homework, and final examination (Dastgeer & Afzal, 2015). Skilled writers use 
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strategies to plan, write, and revise their compositions, as well as strategies to self-regulate 

performance (Swanson, Harris & Graham, 2003). 

Despite of its importance, writing is not an easy skill to be mastered, especially if the 

writing itself has to be written in another language but the mother tongue. Tarigan (1994) 

stated that using English as a foreign language is different with first and second. But it is just 

different in environmental using but a language is still a language. Teaching English for 

foreign language is teaching English in general. So, even in the country who uses English as 

foreign language the goal is still that English is an international language. They can 

communicate and use English in general and internationally (Oshima and Hogue, 1997). 

In this case, writing in English can be troublesome for students as English is not the 

first language in this country, not even a second language, yet a foreign language. Harmer 

(2007) argues that lack of knowledge about the writing process, experiencing difficulties in 

generating topics and ideas, do little planning, lack strategies for producing and organizing 

text, have difficulties with the mechanics of writing, and engage in little or no revision, make 

writing becomes even more difficult ability to be mastered by the students.  

According to Bryne (1997), there are three major categories which make writing 

difficult namely Linguistics (language use and vocabulary), Psychology (content aspect), and 

Cognitive difficulty (organization and mechanics). Linguistics difficulties are about grammar, 

vocabulary, language use and choice of sentence. The physiology difficulties are about 

writer’s difficulty because there aren’t direct interaction and feedback from the reader when 

they are writing. Finally, cognitive difficulties are about spelling, punctuation, capitalization 

and paragraphing. 

Based on the observation done at Sint Carolus English Junior High school, there are 

some problems found in teaching writing. It is found that the students’ score which is still 

low . The English teacher claimed that the students were lack of vocabulary and writing 

ungrammatically. This agrees with the research conducted by MiIlah (2015) which states that 

there are some obstacles in the face in writing include: lack of knowledge about the process 

of writing, the difficulty in generating topics and ideas, least of planning, lack of strategy to 

produce and organize text, experiencing difficulties with writing mechanism.  

There are several studies that have been conducted regarding on students’ difficulties 

on writing descriptive text. Rianto (2017) found that the students’ difficulties in writing are 

the grammatical skill, vocabulary mastery, and expressing idea. Aji (2016) pointed that there 

are nine difficulties in writing descriptive text that were supporting sentences, developing 

ideas, main idea, lack of vocabulary, grammar, lack of sources, arrangement, coherent and 

cohesion and diction. Same line with it, Hanafi (2013) argued that the students’ difficulties in 
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writing descriptive text are generic structure of descriptive text consist of describing object in 

detail and grammar mastery such as simple present tense, lack of vocabulary and enable to 

write correct spelling words, and lack of creativity.  

Based on the explanation above, it was found that writing is an essential skill for 

students to be mastered but they have some difficulties in doing that especially in writing 

descriptive text. So, it is important to investigate these phenomena. This study aimed to 

investigate; (1) What are the students’ difficulties in writing descriptive text at the seventh 

grade of SMP Sint Carolus Bengkulu? (2) What is the most dominant difficulty faced by the 

students in writing descriptive text? (3) How do the students overcome these difficulties? 

 

 

METHOD 

This study employed descriptive quantitative method. Sugiyono (2012) explained that 

descriptive research is a study conducted to determine variables, either the variable is one or 

even more without making comparison or connect with other variables. Quantitative methods 

emphasize objective measurements and the statistical, mathematical, or numerical analysis of 

data collected through polls, questionnaires, and surveys, or by manipulating preexisting 

statistical data using computational techniques. 

 

Respondents 

The subject of this research was the seventh-grade students at SMP Sint Carolus 

Bengkulu. There were 125 students which is separated into 4 classes, consist of 57 female 

students and 68 male students. 

 

Instruments 

The instruments used in this study were questionnaire and interview. The 

questionnaire consisted of three major aspects, namely linguistic, psychology, and cognitive 

difficulties. Each aspect contains 2 sub-aspects which contain 5 statements of each. The 

students need to choose options which are Strongly Agree (SA), Agree (A), Disagree (D), 

and Strongly Disagree (SD). The interview consisted of five open-ended questions. The 

interview questions aimed to take depth knowledge of the difficulties. 
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Data analysis 

The scale responses to the questionnaire were calculated by using some formulas. To 

answer the research questions, the researcher used scale regarding the percentage score and 

analyzed by using interval score. 

 P= 
 

 
 X 100% 

Where: 

P  = Percentages 

F  = Frequency of answer 

N  = Total of frequency 

P in this formula means the result of percentage (%), f means the frequency of the 

samples, and n means the total number of the whole samples. In addition, the following 

formula is purposed to find interval. 

   
   

 
 

Where: 

i  : Interval 

H : The high score value  

K : The total number of categories 

L : The low score value 
 

The value of high score was 400, and the lowest was 125. It was gained by 

multiplying 4 x 125 (4 = the high score of categories, 125 = the total number of 

correspondents), and the lowest score was gained by multiplying 1 x 125 (1 = the lowest 

score of categories, 125 = the total number of correspondents). So, the interval for 

determining the category was 93.75. The interval then was divided with total number 

participant which was 125 so it was 0.75. After that, the students mean score starts to be 

classified into very positive, positive, negative, and very negative. 

Table 1. The Classification of Students’ Difficulties 

No. Range Category 

1. 3.25 – 4 Very positive 

2. 2.5 – 3.24 Positive 

3. 1.75 – 2.4  Negative 

4. 1 – 1.74 Very negative 
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FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

Findings 

Students’ Difficulties in Writing Descriptive Text 

The result of this research can be seen in the table below 

Table 2. Students’ Difficulties in Writing Descriptive Text 

Aspects Sub-Aspects Mean Category Total 

Linguistic 
Grammatical items 2.57 Positive Positive = 5 

(83.33%) 

Negative = 1 

(16.67%) 

Vocabulary 2.52 Positive 

Psychology 
Behavior 2.60 Positive 

Feedback 2.58 Positive 

Cognitive 
Organization 2.65 Positive 

Mechanic 2.39 Negative  

 

The finding of this research shows that the mean score of the grammatical items was 

2.57 which means that there was a positive respond toward students’ difficulties in writing 

descriptive text. In addition to the vocabulary, the mean score of all items was 2.52 which 

means that there was positive respond toward difficulties in vocabulary aspect. For behavior, 

the mean score of whole items was 2.60 which also means that there was positive respond 

from the students. In the feedback, the mean score all of items was 2.58 which means there 

was positive respond from the students. The mean score of organization aspect was 2.65 

which means there was positive respond from the students. However, the mean score of 

mechanic aspect was 2.39 which mean that there was negative respond from the students.  

Based on the explanation above, there were five aspects which received positive 

respond from the students toward the difficulties in writing descriptive text. On the other 

hand, there was a negative respond toward the difficulties in mechanic which contradicted 

with the result of organization in the cognitive aspects.  In summarizing, the seventh-grade 

students of SMP Sint Carolus Bengkulu had difficulties in writing descriptive text. 

Furthermore, each of the aspect is described more in the detailed explanations. 

 

The Most Dominant Difficulty Faced by the Students 

Based on the result, it was found that the most difficult aspect in writing descriptive 

text for seventh grade students of SMP Sint Carolus Bengkulu was the organization. It was 

found from the mean score of organization sub-aspect items was 2.65 which is the highest 

among the other aspects. It is also confirmed by the result of interview which showed that the 

most difficult aspect in writing is when the students choosing and arranging words into a 

meaningful sentence. The students have difficulty in writing from looking the idea of writing 
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to the execution the idea. Organizing and developing ideas seems the bigger difficulties 

compare to other indicators. 

 

Students’ Strategies to Overcome these Difficulties 

The interview result shows the strategies the students use to overcome the problem 

they faced in writing. The result suggest that vocabulary mastery is very important in order to 

improve their writing. It can be done by practicing over and over again. For some, they 

practice by reading some examples of descriptive text from other sources such as books or 

internet. The others prefer to read and to remember words from dictionary. In addition, the 

students tend to browse from internet descriptive texts which have similar topic and study 

more by reading them. They believe it can help them to improve their organizational skill in 

writing descriptive text. 

 

Discussion 

Students’ Difficulties in Writing Descriptive Text 

Linguistics difficulties in writing descriptive text include the aspect regarding 

grammatical items and vocabulary mastery. The result showed that both of them are difficult 

to the students. Wehmeier (2005) pointed that grammar rules should be concerned more 

because the language learners will not understand composing text meaningfully and perhaps 

will result to the ambiguity. Vocabulary is difficult aspect in writing descriptive text. The 

problem focuses on remembering new vocabulary while the students do not have many 

vocabularies in their background knowledge. 

The result of this research agrees with Rianto (2017) which found that many students 

have limited vocabulary list and poor choice of words. The problem in writing descriptive 

text could be happened because the students did not know many English vocabulary and they 

tend to put the words which were inappropriate in context. Rohmatilah (2014) stated the 

students are difficult to master vocabulary because the number of words that students need to 

learn is exceedingly large while the limitations of sources of information about words. In 

addition, words in English are complex which knowing a word involves much more than 

knowing its dictionary definition. 

As in psychology difficulties, the students have low motivation and confidence in 

writing. There are two reasons for that. First, the students think that they do not have much 

experience in writing. The second, the students have mindset that writing is a difficult 

activity. They believe that they do not have the ability to produce a meaningful text by 

themselves (Yendri, 2019). Lack of practice might be the  major reason in psychology 
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difficulties. It is found in the feedback aspect almost all indicators were in positive. Fareed, 

Asraf & Bilal (2016) added that the students must acquire component skills, practice 

integrating them, and know when to apply what they have learned over and over again.  

As in cognitive difficulties, the students need to create, to coordinate, and to express 

ideas when dealing with writing activities. Rianto (2017) stated that it is necessary for some 

students to go slowly and take time to think about what they want to say before they write. 

Same line with it, Hanafi (2013) mentioned that the ability of the students to produce and 

organize their ideas will impact the quality of their final piece of writing. The students do not 

have difficulty in mechanic aspect. The students had problems with mechanics because the 

students were confused about writing a word spelling and they also had problems using 

punctuation especially for apostrophe and direct quotation. The students make misspelling 

and punctuation, so they couldn’t improve the quality of their writing.  

 

The Most Dominant Difficulty Faced by the Students 

The most dominant difficulty faced by the students is about looking the idea of 

writing to the execution the idea. Organizing and developing ideas seems the bigger 

difficulties compare to other indicators. The result of this research in line with Yoandita 

(2019) which mentioned the students have difficulty in arranging the idea. The difficulties of 

the students in organizing the idea were incomplete idea and paragraph which had more than 

one idea. Students had difficulty organizing idea because some of the students were not able 

to arrange the idea well.  

Same line with it, Husna, Zainil, & Rozimela (2013) stated that in one paragraph, 

some students wrote several ideas, but the meaning of the paragraph was still unclear. The 

first problem relates to the development of ideas. The students are able to write a good 

sentence on the subject, but they are not able to organize it into a good paragraph. Second, the 

difficulty of organizing the ideas for writing a descriptive text. Many students are failed to 

organize the text well.  

According to Aji (2016) the most complex of skill in writing is organization. The 

students find that it is difficult to develop idea in writing. This problem includes main idea, 

supporting idea, lack of vocabulary, grammar, lack of sources, arrangement, coherent and 

cohesion and diction. It is also pointed that there are many reasons students avoid writing. 

The major reasons are they struggle to organize and use mechanics of writing, they are 

inefficient in retrieving the vocabularies to express an idea, and the teachers are sometimes in 

situation which do not have enough training in teaching young learners.  

Husna, Zainil, & Rozimela (2013) explained that the students also need time for 

developing ideas and organizing them into a well paragraphs. They are not able to determine 
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topic, find supporting ideas, choose and arrange the sentences. It can be happened since so 

many writing processes need to be automatic, active working memory is critical. This can 

lead into poor vocabulary, many misspelled words, and grammar errors (Pratiwi, Syahrial, 

and Arasuli, 2012). 

As the matter of fact, the key factors in writing are the organization of ideas. The 

writers can't really start writing because they don't have something in mind yet. The students 

face problems of exploring concepts and thinking about connecting with others. They have 

the problem of structuring the paragraph, topic development of a paragraph, structuring the 

whole discourse and a theme in a discourse, differentiating a topic and supporting ideas or 

generalizations and specific details. 

 

Students’ Strategies to Overcome these Difficulties 

There are some strategies used by the students in order to overcome the difficulties 

they faced in writing. The strategies are based on of how they have they have the difficulties 

at first place. Hanafi (2013) explained that the factors causing difficulties in writing 

descriptive text are learners’ background, teaching technique, and the learners’ environment. 

It means that the students have different factors of why they might have the difficulties. It is 

necessary for the teachers to identify these factors before implementing the strategies to 

overcome them (Hayati, Afriani, & Akbarjono, 2021). 

The students believe that by learning over and over again, their vocabulary mastery 

has to be improved because writing requires more than just words and phrases being made. 

Students should be able to compose a connected sequence of terms and phrases that are 

grammatically and logically linked in order to be able to create a piece of writing in 

descriptive text, so that the intention they have in their mind will fit the intended readers. 

Azizah (2017) also argued that vocabulary mastery associates with writing descriptive text so 

the students need to improve their vocabulary mastery if they want to improve their writing 

skill.  

According to Depari, Azwandi, and Syahrial (2017), it should be considered that if 

good writers can use words, they can effectively construct a composition so it is required for 

them to have the requisite vocabulary knowledge. Yunita (2010) also added that the students 

prefer to scan texts from the internet that have common subject matter and study more after 

reading them. They believe it can help them to improve their organizational  and grammatical 

skill in writing. By looking to other examples from internet, the students can imitate and 

modify their writing into the better one. 
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CONCLUSION 

It can be concluded that there were five sub-aspect which is found in the interval 

positive difficult to the students which are grammatical items, vocabulary, learners’ behavior, 

feedback, and organization. However, mechanic is found negative based on the result of 

questionnaire. Organization was the most difficult aspect for seventh grade students of SMP 

Sint Carolus Bengkulu. Finally, the strategies which the students choose to overcome these 

difficulties are mastering vocabulary and learning from other sources such as books or the 

internet.  

Based on the conclusion above, there are some suggestions proposed in this study. (1) 

It is suggested for the English Teacher Organization or MGMP to conduct workshops and 

seminars regarding discussions or presentations of matter which is related to writing skills in 

hope to help the teachers overcoming the problem they faced in the classroom especially 

about students’ difficulty in writing, (2) It is suggested for teacher to understand deeply about 

students’ difficulties in writing, and (3) it is suggested to next researcher to conduct similar 

research in larger scope, and the correlation between students’ difficulties and their ability in 

writing. 
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